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Before You Begin . ..

We would like Lo thank you for purchasing the Boss®
Acoustimass™ SE-5 speaker system. This product combines
Iwo Bose technologies (o create a versatile system that will
allow you bo experience the full realism and impact ailable
from the most demanding sound sources, including com-
pact discs. Patented Acoustimass speaker lechnology offers
e benefits of purer sound and virtual invisibility, while
DirzchiReflecting™ speaker design allows yau o hear full
balanced stereo throughout your listening rom. We are
confident that these advanced technologies and the quality
conslruction of the SE-5 system will provide you with many
years of bouble-free listening pleasune.

The aperating principles and wiring configuration of the SE-5
system are significantly different from those of conventional
speakers. This nof only alkows the SE-5 system to provide
yau with graat sound, but also offers placement flexibility not
availatle from conventional speakers. For best results, and
easy installation, please take the time to read this own-
er's guide.

Please Note: The Acoustimass speaker technology used in
the SE-5 syslem sigmificanily reduces audible distorlion
Because of this, you may be fess likely to nolice the disting-
tive distorted sounds produced when a speaker is driven
beyond its limits, Exercise caution when playing the SE-5
syslem al high walume levels,

Unpacking the SE-5 System

Aier opening the carton, remove all packing material and
carefully lift out the components of the SE-5 system. Save all
the cartons and packing material in case the system needs
to be transported at a later ime, If any of the components
appear damaged, do not attempl to use the system.
Instead, repack (he syslem inits original carlon and notity
your authorized Bose dealer immediately,

Setting Up the System

Eelore you can install and adjust the syslem's components,
{ake a minute fo familiarize yourselt with them. Your system
should include:

2 Slereo Targeling™ anays
1 Acoustimass™ madule (Ihe larger black cabinet)
4 wires

The SE-5 system aflers many advantages nof available from
a comantional speaker system, among them, remarkable
freedom of placement. Acoustimass speaker lechnolagy
allmws wau to place the Acoustimass module almaost any-
wihere, even under furniture. The compact Stereo Targeting
arrays can also be positionad in your listening oam wher-
aver they creaie the best balance of higher frequency sound
Balow are some guidalines for setting up your system.

A, Select the ocation whees yau intend 1o place the left and
right Steren Targeting arrays. Mole thal wires from
the arrays connect to the Acoustimass module, S0 you
shauld locate the Stereo Targeting arreays so that the
wires will reach the location you have chosen for the
il
Note: While the wires provided are adequale for mosl instal
[ations, you may increase the distance hetwesn the Stereo
Targeting™ arrays and the Acoustimass module by splicing
in additional wira_ If you do 5o, use similar gauge (16 ar 13
fauge ar thicker wire, and make sure you maintain the cor-
rect phase "+ " 1o "+ " and “="to “ ="}, and propery con-
nect the wires.

The Bose® Acouslimass™ SE-5 system,
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B. Position the Stereo Targeting™ arrays with your audio
or virleo system to suit vour musical taste and location
preferences. In average-sized listening raoms, the best
slerzophonic effects result when the left and right Sterag
Targeting arrays are spaced 6 Lo 12 leet apart (approxi-
ataby 1.8-3.6 m). However, vou can still achieve exgel:
1 resulls with separation a5 great as 15 feel
ipprr}ximalely 4.5m).

Note: For video applications, separation will vary 1o allow

the Sterao Targeting™ arrays to be localed on each side ofa TV
or monitor, Far mare infarmation on video applications, see
Part 0 of this section

C. The Acoustimass®™ module can be locatzd virtualky ary-
wihere i your [istening room (Figure 1) in either a vertical
ar horizontal position. IS unigue Acoustimass speaker
technology delivers raom-filling bass from almaost any-
wihere, Faal free to hide fhe Acoustimass module under a
bed or lable, or esen behind & sofa, Just remember not o
faleeck the two round openings in the end of the unit. ou
should allow 21 least 2 inches (approximataly 5 cm) of
open space between these openings and the wall or
ather surface,

Unlike conventional loorstanding or bookshell speakers,
yau can fine-tune the bass response of your SE-5 system
wilhoul compeomising accurate stereo imaging. Just
change the location of the Acousiimass module within
your listening room. For typical listening environments,
positioning the madule along a wall 3 1o 5 feet (approsi-
milely 180 1.5 melershirom a comer provides 2 normeal
balance of frequencies from your SE-5 systam. Moving
the module closer to the walls andior cormers of your
rom will increase bass response, while maoving it toward
the center of your room will decrease it. In most rooms, it
should be reasonabily easy to choose a location which is
convenient, yel provides pleasing bass response.

QE Sterso Targeting arrays of your SE-5 spstem ane mag:
lically shietded for use with video systems. This allows
w10 position the arrays close (o your TV or monitor
without adversely afecting the picture quality (as hap-
pans with comventional, nonshielded speakers). Refer
1y Figune 2

Mote: The Acoustimass module idself is mal magneticalby
shielded and should be placed at least three feet away from
yirur manitor to awaid inlerlerence,

Connecting the SE-5 System
to Your Stereo

Caulion: Before attempling to connect the SE-5
sysiem, unplug your receiver or amplifier from the
wall outlet.

Maote: While the SE-5 system is rated at 6 ohms the
speaker's impedance aclually verages hetween 6 and 9
ohms over most of ils operating range.

A. Locate the wires which were packad with the system. You
will find four identical sels. Two sets connect the Steren
Targeting arrays to the Acoustimass module, while the
ofher two sets connect the Acoustimass module to your
receiver or amplilier

B. Examine the ends of the wires. For each sel, one wina
will have a red marker. For each connection you make,
always connact the wirg with the red marker to the
"+ " terminal.

ocate the terminals on the rear of the left Stereo Target-

i) array, Depress the red -+ "} ab, insert the lead with
the red marker (Figure 3), and release the tab. The lead
should be held snughy in place by the terminal, Repeat

the process for the black lerminal and the ather lead

Figure 1. Some af the possible lecations tor the Acoustimass=
module.

LEFT . RIGHT

STERED  STERED
TARGETIMG= TARGETING®
 ARAAY

ARRAY

Figure 2. Lse of Slereo Targeling™ arrys with a videa system,
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. Locate the terminals marked "OUTPUTS TO STEREQ

TARGETING™ ARRAYS™ on the rear of the Acoushimass
maodule {(Figure 4). Connect the other end of wires Trom
the Ieft Stereo Targeting arry fo the pair of terminals
rarked L7 Make sure that the lead with the red marker
is conniected to the *+" and the other lead to the " ="
terminal.

. Repeat steps C and O for the right array.

Locale the ledt channel ferminals an the Acoustimass®
module marked "INPUTS FROM AMP QR RECEIVER!
Depress the rad (" + ™) tab, insert the lead with he red
marker, and release the tab, Repeat the process for the
Black terminal and the other lead.

Locate the speaker oulputs on your amplifier or rceiver,
Connect the olher ends of the wire from Lhe left channel
of the Acoustimass module to the terminals marked “L°
or "LEFT" Make sure that the lead with the red marker is
connectad to the * +" and the other lead is connected 1o
the * =" terminal,

. Repeat steps F and G for 1he right channel,

Before you plug in your recener or amplifier, make sure
thal no strands of wire rom any terminal are brushing
against any ofher terminal. Such “bridged” wires
create short circuits which can damage your re-
ceiver or amplifer.

. Plug in your receiver, tum on your system, and enjoy

T music!

Checking the System

Once you have begun listzning to your SE-5 system, the
following test will help you make sure that the system is
warking properly:

A

0.

Turn the balance conirol on your receiver ar amplifier
complately to the laft, If you have connected the Sterso
Targeting™ arrays properly, you will hear music from (he
left array, but not the right ane.

. Meed, twre the balance control completely 1o the righl,

IFyour system is connected properly, you will now hear
music from the right Stereo Targeting array, but not the
left one.

. Return the balance control o the center position. Flay a

salection with good, deep bass, and listen to the music.
M, turn the balance control il the way to the lefl and
listen, and then turn the balance all the way 1o the right
and listen. |1 1he system is connected properly, the center
position should exhibit the same or greater bass
rasponse than either the lefi-only ar right-only position.
IF it exhibits less, then your speakers are wired out of
phase. Check 1o make sure thal your reoener of amp

is property connecled Lo the module,

Return the balance control to the center posifion.

I your system does not appear fo be working properly, refer
fo the section entitled “In Case You Have a Problem?”

Using the SE-5 System

Once your SE-5 system is set up and connectad properly,
it will require very liflle aitention. However, observing the
following quidelines will help you oet the most from your
investment.

A

Fusing—Your Bose™ SE-5 system incorporates auto-
miatic protection circuitry, which guards against most
types of electrical stress, However, any speaker can be
damaged if the amplifier driving it should fail, Fusing will
provide additional protection fram amplifier failure, and is
not required but is recommended for maximum
protection.

1. Insert a fuse holder “inline” betwaan the *+" tarmi-
rial of the: el input on the Acoustimass® maodule and
e = 4+ " Berrningl of the &l output on your receiver or
amplifier (Figure 5).

@©

Figure 3. Properfy connecling wires 1o a lerminal

STERED TARGETING® ARRAYS

Figure 4. Connecling the campanents af the system 1o wour
ampiilier o0 receiver
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2. Repeat Step 1 for the right channel

3. Insert fuses into the fuse holders; the fusing protec-
tion systerm is complele. A 2-ampere, fast-Dlow AGC
Series or Lilteliuse AG Series fuse is recommendad.

A fuse kit containing fuses and holders is availabla

’ [he Bose Customer Senvice Department for §7.50. Call
[

8797330 and ask for Part Mo, 108938-2 (USA only)
ansult your distribulor,

B. Room Acoustics—&s with any speaker system. the
acoustics [sound properties) of your li=tening mom can
affact the overall sound quality of your SE-5 system. The
following tips will give you some control aver the sys
bem's sound:

1. Rooms with a lot of sound-absorking fumishings,
such as stuffed furniture, wall-to-wall carpet, or heawy
drapas, may reduce the treble sound (high frequen-

Figure 5. When lusing your spesakers, insert he fuse hoker
Debwaen the “+" lermingls of the Acouslimass® module and
the “+" speaker terminals of your amplifier or Ecever.

cies)of your SE-3 system. The missing treble sound
can be restored Dy slightly furming up the treble con-
trol an your amplifier or recener, Ifconvenient, you
mizy inslead remove some of the sound-absodbing
furnishings

2. Rooms with loo few sound-absorbing furnishings,
especially those with bare floors and walls, may
sound overly shrill or “bright™ because of oo much
treble. Turning down the trele contral or adding
sound absorbers such as throw carpets or drapes will
usually sabve this protlem,

3 INyour systern seems o have 100 muech or oo itk
bass (low frequencies), you can adjust it using the
bass contral on your amplifier or receiver, A3
described previously, you may also move the Acousti-
mass® module closer to a wall andfor corner to
increase bass, or closer to the center of the room to
decrease it

. Ingeneral, many problems wilh acoustics can be
solved by the judicious use of your tone controls,
Aemember, though, that the use of these controlg
(especially when turned all the way up) may put
qreater power demands on your recener or amplifier,
Excessive lone control use can cause an
amplifier or receiver to run out of power and
distort, potentially damaging your system.

5. External signal processors (such as graphic and
parametric equalizers), while not recommended, can
b used with your SE-5 system if a greater degree of
acoustic confrol is desired. Consull your Bose ™ dealar
for advice.

. Maintenance—The cabinels of your SE-5 system can
be easily cleaned with 2 damp cloth and, if necessary a
mild detergent such as dish soap, Do not allow liquids to
spill tnrough the grille assemblies of the Stereo Targeting™
arrays, or in any way aliempt to enter the Acoustimass®
maodule.

Do not atbempt to chean yaur SE-5 system with any sal-
vents or chemicals

The grille assemblies on [he Sleeo Targeting® arays
may be carelully vacuumed if necessary. Please note that

| [he drivers are located directly behind the grille choth, and
are easily damaged if reasonable cae is not taken. foid
applying any pressure with the vacuum nozzle.
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In Case You Have a Problem

1 yon b & problem connecting and using your SE-5 sys-
fem, try the procedures listed belowe. The majarity of prob-
lems usually ocour in components ather than the speakers,

Problem:

Solution:

The left Sleeo Targeting™ array doesn't play or sounds
distorted,

Turn aff the amplifier or receiver. Check the wiring whic
connects the Stereo Targeting array to the Acoustimass
rmodule, and the wiring which connects the module ko the
amplifier or receiver. [f no visible proklem is found, discon-
nact the wires &l the back of the amplifier or receiver, Mow
connect the laft wires from the module to e right amplifier
terminals, Turn the balance control an the receiver or ampli
fier completely [ the right, and turn the power on. If the lelt
Stered Targeting array now works property, the lefl channel
of your amplifier or receiver is probaty defective
CAUTION: Do not connect the other Stereo Targeting
array fo the channel in question. If the amplifier or
receiver channel is defective, damage lo your 3E-5
system might occur.

CAUTIOMN: Never connecl a Stereo Targeting array
directly to a receiver/amplifier's speaker terminals.

The right Stereo Targeting® array dossn'l play or
sounds distorled

Thee whole SE-5 speaker system does not play of
sounds distorted.

Use the same procedure as given for the left Slereo
Targeting array, but substitute the words “leit” for “right” &nd
“right” far “lefl"

Turn off the receiver ar amplifier and disconnect the SE-5
systern. Reconnect the SE-5 system to another receiver or
amiplifier knawen to be working properly, IFthe SE-5 system
now warks properly, the problam is not in the SE-5 sysiem.
Note: If this is the case, you should check all user accessi-

ble fuses on your recemver or amplifier {3ee (he appropriate
owmer's guide for hedp). I he fuses blow again, have the

[f troutde persists in your SE-5 systerm, contact your authar-
ized Bose™ dealer. The dealer will verify any defects and
arrange for service by an authorized serace agency ar by
the Bose factory, Bose Corparation will make every effort (o
rermedy anmy problem within the terms of the warranty at
minimum inconvenience to you.

Technical Information

Features
Acoustimass™ speaker Eohnalogy
DirectReflecting™ speaker design
Syncom= computer qualily assurance pogram
Automatic protection circuitry

Driver Complement
Two 6" (15.2 cm) low-lrequency drivers
Four 2.5% (6.4 cm) magnetically shielded, wide-range
drivers in Steren Targeling™ arrays
Nominal Impedance
6 ghms

Amplifier Power Requirementis
{measured by IEC standard)
Pinimum: 15 watls
Maximum: 100 walls
Finish
Acoustimass® module: Seratch-resistant black safin
finizh
Steren Targeting™ arrays: Black polymer finish
Dimensions
Acoustimass™ module: 796" H = 1256 W x 20846"0
(19.2 % 321 = 51.3cm)
Steren Targeting array: 814" H = 4W*W = 38460
(10.9cmH = 123 cmW = om0y
Weight
33 {15 kg), in shipping carton

amplifier or receiver checked Dy qualified parsonnel.
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Full 5Xear Warranty

Bose® Corporation warrants this unit 1o be free from defects
in materials and workmanship for a period of fve years fram
the original date of purchase. During that period, Bose will
remedy all such defects without charge for parts or labor,
g1 returm of the unit logether with the original sales
q;]ﬂ, aor other proof of purchase, 1o Bose, or 1o an autho-
d Boge Service Agency, This warranly does not extend to
damage restelting from improper installation, misuse, neglect
or abuse. This warranty is fully transierable.
In no event shall Bose be liable for incidental or
consequential damages.

This warranty gives you specific lagal rights, and you may
also have other rights which vary from state o state. Some
states do not allow the exclusion or limitation of incidental or
consequential damages, 5o this limitation may nol apply to
Juliy

Shauld this unit il within the warranty period, contact your
authorized Bose dealer. This dealer will tell you which ane of
ihe following procedunas you should follow.

1. Return unit with proof of purchase to dealer, OR

2. Returm unit with proof of purchase to the nearest authar.
ized Bose Service Agency, OR

3. Return unitwith proof of purchase directly to the Bose
factony

It procedure 3 abowe is faken, please follow the instructions
below:

I, Callthe Bose Customer Service Department at
1508) 879-7330, and ask to be assigned a return authori-
zalion numier and shipping instructions.

2. Pack the unit in the origingl cartan for shipping. If you
need a new carion, you may order one irom Bose Cus:
tomer Service. Mote: Any damage in bransit due to
improper packing is nat covened by the warranty and

,1" nok be recognized as an insurance claim by trans-
Irlation companies.

. Label and ship, Treight prepaid, 1o the address provided
by Customer Service.

4. Iake sure your return authorization number appears
prarminenthy on the outside of the carton,

our unit will be repaired and refurned to you at Bose Cor
poration's expense, If the defects cannot be repaired aiter a
reasonable number of attempts by Bose Lo do $o, you may
elect fo receive a rfund or a replacement, but only if the
unit is refurned o Bose free and clear of all liens and olher
ancumbrances,

The foregaing warranty applies anly to products sold within
the Linited States of America, ils lerrilories and possessions,
and to sakes 2 overseas military post exchanges. For infor-
mation regarding warranty coverage in olher ansas, consult
the Bose subsidiary or authorized dealer nearest 1o you.

Please Retain This

Warranty Information

Record your serial numbers and purchase information
on this card and retain it in your records along with
proof-of-purchase.

Speaker Model

[Date Purchased

.ﬂl Mumber (on Acoustimass™ Modulg]

Dealer Hame

Dealer Address
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Better sound through research:

Besa Compomion, The Mountan, Fremingham, MADTTT S168 LS, SOSATSTIH -~
Sl Bedgum, G, England, Fance, Gaimary, relznd, Raly, Japan, Netherlar
Spain, Swilzznand, Uniied Slakes. L
1) Copyrghl 1958 Bose Gorparation, & rights ressmved. Cowered by patant nghts issued
andiir pending.

Biosn, Apoushmass. DirecAReflecing. Sle Trgeling and Syncom are regiskemed
Iradimrks ol Bose Corpoalion.

Pimled in LA

PT-113
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